Endocrine carcinoma intermediate cell type of the uterine cervix.
Nine cases of endocrine carcinoma, intermediate-cell type of the uterine cervix, were found in a study of 404 cases listed in the files of the University of Texas M. D. Anderson Hospital and Tumor Institute at Houston as adenocarcinoma of the cervix. Based on light microscopic patterns, these cases were divided into pure endocrine carcinoma (six cases), and endocrine carcinoma mixed with adenocarcinoma (three cases). All tumors were 3 cm or larger in at least one dimension. On light microscopic examination, the predominant pattern was trabecular; however, insular, glandular, and spindle patterns were also identified. Argyrophilic granules were demonstrated in all cases by Grimelius stain, and Fontana-Masson (argentaffin) stain was negative. Electron microscopic examination of three cases showed membrane-bound, dense-core granules of the neurosecretory type. Although no endocrine symptoms were found, immunoperoxidase studies demonstrated 5-hydroxytryptamine in seven cases, substance P in three, vasointestinal polypeptide in two, pancreatic polypeptide in one, and somatostatin in one. Clinical behavior of these tumors was extremely aggressive. Although five cases were Stage IB at presentation, two Stage IIB, one Stage IIIB, and one Stage IV, 87.5% of these patients died of their neoplasms within 3 years. This study emphasizes the importance of correctly diagnosing endocrine carcinoma, intermediate-cell type in the uterine cervix, because of the poor prognosis of this tumor when compared with adenocarcinoma of the cervix.